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Flood better than drought?: The formation of water allocation

policy. An analysis through the drafting water law in Thailand.
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ABSTRACT

This article studies about the formation and content in water allocation policy proposal
through analysis the drafting of the Water Resources Act since 2005 until now. The study finds
that the principles and main contents of the draft water law, relate to the water allocations
and the solutions of flood and drought, have been changed by politics and influence of policy
actors during various periods. Furthermore, the draft water law set by the government after coup
d’etat tends to be more state-centric management. Therefore, this paper would like to suggest
a proposed policy for setting water allocation measures and solutions of flood and drought by
considering equity and fairness among various sectors, especially the Tran-basin diversion. Also,
the fund of a river basin will be established to be a mechanism to build social justice and open
opportunities for people to really participate in water management.

Key Words: Policy Formation, Water Law, Flood, Drought
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