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The Impact and Adaptative of Local Community on Coastal Erosion Problem

Case Study Coastal Communities on the Upper of the Gulf of Thailand
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Abstract

The coastal of Thailand is totally 3,148 kilometers covering 23 coastal provinces along the coasts of Gulf
of Thailand and Andaman. There was 830 km confronted coastal erosion, especially in The Upper Gulf of Thailand
in Samutprakarn, Bangkok, Samutsongkhram and Samutsakorn province. The main purpose of this study was to
study the impact of coastal erosion on 5 local communities in Bangkok, Samutsongkhram and Samutsakorn
province, and adaptaion of the local communities on coastal erosion. The research methodology used qualitative
study based on documentary study, observation technique and in depth interview from formal leaders of
administrative and local people. The results shown that Coastal erosion effected on local communities into 3
aspects was Economic impact include: 1) land cost decreasing 2) income loss 3) retraction of the house 4) coastal

defense structure cost. Social impact include: 1) communities setback 2) lifestyle changed. Environmental impact
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T
include: 1) land lost 2) mangrove deterioration 3) marine animal reduction 4) the loss of coastal scenery. Local
people adapted to the problem of coastal erosion 4 aspects: 1) career changes from fisheries to aquaculture,
owner business and employee in industry 2) retreatment approach of house settled 3) house structure’s changed
4) coastal defense structure. Findings from this study will be useful for the local governments, national
governments and concerned organizations will be further supported in policy determination for solving problem in
order to reduce economic, social, and environmental impact on shoreline community.

Keywords: Adaptation, Local community, Coastal erosion
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