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Abstract

This article is a study on water and flood management in Thailand. Focusing on
the organizational problems, the composition and authority, of the Policy-making and
Coordinating Committees related to water and flood management which were established by the
Rute of the Office of the Prime Minister, subsequent to the government reform in 2002, This
study found that the government agencies responsible for water and flood management are
under the several ministries. The Policy-making and Coordinating Bodies were set up to handle
problems but whose composition and authority are overlapping which could duplication and
confusion. Also, since the great flood in 2011, the government is likely to centralize water and

flood management, based on increasing roles of government agencies and experts.
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Consequently, there is a policy proposal to restructure of water management organizations by
setting up only one National Committee (Apex Body) and River Basin Committees. The members
of those committees must be included representatives of water users at all levels to be

consistent with the concept of public participation and participatory governance.

Key words: Water management, Organizational problems, Participatory Governance.
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