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Beliefs and Rituals About Boat Racing in the Tradition of the
Boat Parade, Up The Pantomime for the Flag,
Lang Suan District, Chumphon Province

Pimonpan Vongtawee'
Apatsara Thanonkaew”

Sunee Kamnuansin®

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to study the beliefs and rituals
concerning boat racing in the traditional parade. Data were collected through in-depth
interviews with groups of participant and participant observation. The informants
consisted of 3 boat paddlers, 1 teacher, 1 boat maker and 1 boat narrator, totaling 6
persons and study relevant research documents which presents the results of a
descriptive study.

The study found that beliefs and rituals about boat racing in the
tradition of the boat parade, up the pantomime for the flag, Lang Suan District,
Chumphon Province plays an important role in organizing and continuing the tradition in
the area of Lang Suan District. There are beliefs and rituals regarding boat races divided
into 1) beliefs about dredging-making boats, digging a boat to make a boat requires steps
to be done based on the beliefs from the owner’ s request for a talisman of the forest
laying over the boat's part and the drilling of chisel-dredging. The boats must be in
accordance with ancient regulations and if there is any person who does not comply,
then there will be a second due to death. 2) The tradition of boat racing in the
pantomime for the flag and the boats used in each race, there is a sacred object residing
with the long boat called Mae Yanang and the sacred thing of the river called Phra. Mae
Kongkha, where the tradition is held, we have to inform and ask for forgiveness in order
to organize the event. Whether it is a ceremony to pay tribute to the spirit and spirit of
Mae Yanang. 3) Beliefs about the person who will be responsible for the long boat. The
person who acts as a waterman must have rules because oarsmen have duties that are
directly related to long boat races. They must have proper conduct to show respect for
the sacred things of the boat so that oarsmen are encouraged to perform their duties in

the competition.
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