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The Social Construction of Meaning, Source of Meaning and the Good Practical Ways to
Promote Participation in Voluntary Activities of Mahidol University International College
students: A Study for Grounded Theory
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AdIAt ¢ nalldausan, AaRenan, NanssuiinAnen, nsliAnuuung
ABSTRACT

This study uses qualitative research methodology by in-depth interviewing 17 students of
Mahidol University International College. And using the grounded theory approach to analyze the
qualitative data. The results found that the meaning of "volunteerism" was in 3 areas: 1) doing good things
without expecting anything in return, 2) doing good things for the benefits of the society, and 3) doing good
things without bothering yourself and others. The formats of student voluntary activities consisted of 3 level:
1) faculty-level activities, 2) university-level activities, and 3) external activities. Reasons for not participating
in voluntary activities were 1) the activity does not interest the students, 2) the discomfort in performing the

activity, 3) the lack of friends joining the activity ,and 4) prejudice against the activity. The practical ways

! AANEINIANT AAnenseRating w3 76120 Uszwelng
Faculty of Management, Silpakorn University, Petchaburi 76120, Thailand.
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Faculty of Management, Silpakorn University, Petchaburi 76120, Thailand.
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to promote participation in voluntary activities consisted of 3 ways: 1) the effectiveness in the process of
promoting the activity must be effective, 2) the survey and design of the activity should coincide with
students’ interests, and 3) the university should offer a general program to educate students of volunteerism
and voluntary activities and mandate the participation in a voluntary activity as the requirement for their
graduation.

Keyword: Participation, Voluntary Spirit, Student Activity, Social Construction of Meaning
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