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WATER MANAGEMENT THROUGH COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION
CASE STUDY OF BAN PAK CHONG COMMUNITY, NAKHON NAYOK PROVINCE
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Abstract

The study aims to 1) investigate water use and its problems during agricultural activities in the
Ban Pak Chong community, Khao Phra Subdistrict, Muang District, Nakhon Nayok Province; 2) investigate
community engagement in addressing such water use issues in this is community. This qualitative
research was carried out with the implementation of interviews of two groups of informants: farmers
whose hometown is Ban Pak Chong and whose experience in farming is more than five years; and one
officer from Water Supply and Maintenance Department 3, Nakhon Nayok Irrigation Project, Regional
Irrigation Office 9. The data gathering tools included a semi-structured interview, documents and
research studies as qualitative data, an in-depth interview, and an observation. The triangulation was
also implemented prior to the content analysis, along with descriptive findings and discussions. For the
use of water for agriculture in the community,a large amount of water was for rice farming, fruit tree
planting and herb and vegetable planting, respectively. The main water source came from Huay Prue
Reservoir and household wells and ponds. to reserve water for the dry season. The problem of water
use for community agriculture was an insufficient amount of water for agriculture during the dry season,
resulting in the community planting and cultivating rice once a year.Some farmers had to grow crops
that consume less water instead of double cropping of rice (second rice fields) during the dry season.
In dealing with the water use problems, it was found that there was the participation between the
Water Supply and Maintenance Department 3, Nakhon Nayok Irrigation Project, Regional Irrigation Office
9 and farmers who use water in Ban Pak Chong, including 1) holding a meeting to address problems
and propose the needs of farmers who use water every 3 months, 2) the officer visiting the community
area to come up with plans and measures supports from the government, 3) equitable water supply
from the government, and 4) monitoring and evaluating water management actions. For the latter, the
officer will inform the evaluation results later in each meeting. It is clear from the analysis that, to
tackle the problem of water use, the cCooperation from the public and the private sectors, farmers,
and the governmentfor introducing policies and guidelines for water use. Such engagement tends to
be a crucial aspect in reflecting information regarding the water management and use in the

community.

Keywords: WATER USE FOR AGRICULTURE, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, WATER MANAGEMENT
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