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Strategies for maintaining the cultural identity of Thai Song Dam

ethnic group in Phetchaburi Province

Sunee Kamnuansin' and Kanjanaporn Piyathum
Faculty of Management Science, Silpakorn University,
Phetchaburi 76120, Thailand

‘Corresponding author: sunee@mes.su.ac.th

Abstract

This research examined strategies for maintaining the cultural identity of Thai Song Dam ethnic group in
Phetchaburi Province and to investigate factors that influence the strategies for maintaining of the group’s cultural
identity. The qualitative research approach was adopted. Hence, the qualitative methods, namely in-depth interview,
focus group discussion and observation were employed to collect data from leaders of the Thai Song Dam ethic group,
local learned men/scholars, community leaders, local officials and villagers. The thematic analysis method was
used to analyze and synthesize the data collected from the field works. The results of this research indicate that
Thai Song Dam group in Phetchaburi Province, are highly cooperative in cultural conservation activities. The
community plays a vital role in the management of cultural identity conservation and contributes to the success
of the activities. Their roles include organizing, operating, as well as preserving their cultural identities. The
management of cultural conservation comprises organizing Thai Song Dam Cultural Fair and cultural
activities; founding the community museum; designing Thai Song Dam culture lessons for local schools; forming
the Thai Song Dam weaving group; re-creating Thai Song Dam calendar and cultural service arrangement. Factors
influencing the Thai Song Dam group in managing the conservation of Thai Song Dam’s cultural identity are a
strong community spirit, an involvement of local learned men/seniors, local social groups, and local officials, and
collaborative communication. The outcomes of these strategies include not only the conservation of Thai Song
Dam’s culture, but also the expression of cultural identity as well as the enhanced relationship of Thai Song Dam

people which leads to the strength of the Thai Song Dam community.

Keywords: 1. Local self-management 2. Maintaining cultural identity 3. Thai Song Dam ethnic group
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