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ABSTRACT

The study on college students' decisions toward cohabitation prior to
marriage attempts to 1) to examine students' attitudes toward unmarried cohabitation
2) to investigate the nature of such relationships 3) to delve into conflicts arising as
unmarried couples living together. A purposive sampling method was employed A total
of 7 undergraduate students, 4 males 3 females are selected for qualitative data
collection and empirical information. The methods are defined as in-depth interviews,
observing without participation and tape recordings.

As results, a deliberate decision to begin premarital cohabitation occurs
through mutual affection, a need of a mentoring partnership and a perception of a
social trend to follow. Assumptions about cohabitants’ obligations and mutual sharing
of the responsibilities are in accordance with traditional gender roles.

Some major problems in cohabiting households include: attempts to
maintain mutual trust and positive relationships; knowledge about sexuality issues;
unintended pregnancies; as well as the future of current relationship.

The suggestions are, for instance, the curriculum on sex-related education
should be implemented since the elementary grades. The traditional value of reserving
sex for marriage should be instilled. The family should keep an open mind and
understand the teenager’s need and behavior problems. Further research studies
might put emphasis on the relationship after college graduation, and the trends and
opts of intimate partners living together without the commitment of marriage nor

authorized marriage records.
Keywords: Premarital, Cohabitation
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