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Abstract
This research aimed to 1) study the amendment to the Narcotics Act which affected

the performance of narcotics control officers, 2) study the possibility of policy implementation
achievement of narcotics control officers as a result of the amendment to the Narcotics Act,
and 3) make policy recommendations based on research findings. This study was qualitative
study, which consisted of documentary research and group discussions. Three group
discussions were carried out with 35 narcotics control officers — middle and top management
and operational officers, who were police officers, officers from the Office of the Narcotics
Control Board (Suppression and Planning Division), administrative officers, customs officers,
military officers, and other stakeholders.

The first part of the analysis revealed that the legal amendment exposed the
suppression function to four things: Change in work practices or processes, change in the
structure of the power relations with relevant authorities, impact of new resource allocation,
and people’s seeking channels to commit offences through loopholes of the amended law.

The second part of the analysis dealt with the study of the possibility of policy
implementation. Based on the bottom-up approach, the analysis suggested that operational
officers should be able to achieve practical results due to slight change in practices. On the
other hand, the analysis using the top-down approach showed possibility of policy
implementation. However, some limitations were identified, which led to the policy
recommendations — the formulation of the guidelines for establishing a mutual understanding
about change in practices as a result of legal amendment among agencies involved in
narcotics control and the formulation of operational guidelines that are more flexible in line

with amended taw.

Keywords: Policy Implementation Feasibility, Bottom-up Policy Implementation Theory, Top-
down Policy Implementation Theory, The Narcotics Act (No. 7), B.E. 2562 (2019), Narcotics

Control
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