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Abstract

The purposse of this qualitative study was to investigate creation of multicultural spaces by Thai Buddhist temples.
Data were collactad from related documents and from the field through observation and in-depth interview with 26
informants consisting of Buddhist monks, members of temple committees, local people, and tourists. Data reliability
was tested using triangulation. and analyzed and concluded using analytical description.

’ The study found that multicultural spaces were created in the following aspects, 1) promoting Thai temples as
spiritual anchors for all races who had faith in them, setiing well-rsceived altars, opening spaces for people of various
races, making objects responding to this world and the next, 2) making Thai temples into sources of amulets att racting
people o visit the temples and make donations, 3) opening opportunities for groups of people to manage the shrines
and objects in Thai temples such as managing servizes. public utilities, work systems, building or renovation works.

4} making Thal temples cultural tourist destinations, a representation of Thai culture for tourists from many countries
visiting the Malay Peninsula and interested in Thai culture o also make visits to Thai temples. Additionally, it was found
that Thai iemples outside Thailand and outside Thai culture did not have much power to create multicultural spaces.
Thar cultural identities had been reduced by other cultures, especially Chinese, that had been brought into Thai
temples. However, Thai temples in Thailand still had clear expressions of Thai culture as a result of being controlled
by the Thai staie. Because creation of muiticultural society by Thai temples outside Thailand was found to be based
more or o ts or commerce than those in Thailand, it was easy for other races to come in and to have roles to play

Keywords: Thai temples, creation, multicultural, Malay Peninsula
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