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Research Title : Problems of law enforcement to stop open field burning
which causes smog : A case study of MaeChaem District,

ChiangMai Province.
Author : Assoc. Prof. Dr. Surachet Chiramanee

Academic Year : 2014

ABSTRACT

Problems of law enforcement to stop open field burning which causes
smog : A case study of MaeChaem District, Chiang Mai Province” are to study
the problems and to put forward solutions to the problems of law enforcement to
suppress the smog caused by open burning in the three sub-districts:
ChangKhoeng, BanTub and Mae Na Chon of MaeChaem District, ChiangMai
Province. This qualitative research was based on the working hypothesis that the
enforcement of laws to curb smog from open burning in the study area depends
on two main factors, namely factors related to law enforcement officials and
those related the public people under the law enforcement. Data were collected
using in-depth interviews. Thirty-nine law enforcement officials in the central,
regional and local offices and 38 farmers in the three sub-districts under the
study who have conducted the open burning since the year 2007 to 2014 were
interviewed. Analysis of data was based on the study of Back Region information
of the problem on why and how it happened. Interactive and Holistic Approaches
were used to characterize the obtained data based on the assumption that all
factors and problems are interrelated; no single factor can be responsible for the
problem.

Results revealed that the problems of law enforcement in the authority part
concerned the local administrative organizations. Laws against open air burning

were not enforced in their area of responsibility. Some officials helped with
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misconducts for personal privileges. There were lacks of motivation and
enthusiasm to work among responsible authorities.  Problems of the law
enforcement in the public people part concerned personal interests and ignorance.
Some farmers knew that open burning was wrong; but they did it only for the
sake of their own interests. Some found no better and easier way to get rid of the
farming remains. In the high and steep areas, getting rid of the debris was a hard
job. The decision was then to burn it, which is simple, convenient and at a low
cost. Approaches to solve problems in the short term is to organize the open
burning by the right areas, time and wind directions. In the longer term a better
way to reduce the amount of remains of corns, which is the main debris in open
burning, must be implemented. This can be done by switching to planting
perennials. This, however, will require agreement from the forest authorities for
plant perennials such as rubber, coffee, or others to replace the corn crops of
which remains needed to be burned in preparation for new planting every year.
The other alternative is to encourage the famers to participate in projects or
measures to remove the corn debris (corn on the cob out) from the start and
allow them to decide which projects or measures to be completed first and next,
so that the projects are acceptable among the farmers and implemented in the

future.
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